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Committee and Contacts  
 
 
President :                Earl of Iveagh  
 
Vice Presidents :    Elspeth Dennis Jones 
                                       Vic Simmons 
                                       Dr. Helen Smith  

 
 
 

Officers 
Chairperson:            Robert Bendall 
Vice Chair :               Bob Waller 
Hon Treasurer :      Michael Mumford 
Hon Secretary:        Sally Bendall  
 
 

Committee 
David Bradshaw, Will Duchesne, Martin Jackson, Roger Kelk, Roger Lintott,  
Stuart Pulford, Steve Tompkins, Clem Warner, Andy Emery. 
 
 
 
 
 

Contacts 
Please send any change of member details , address and email address updates to: 
 

Email:   admin@cosa.org.uk 
 

Or 
 

Sally Bendall  
COSA - Secretary  

Hollow Trees Farm  
Semer Ipswich IP7 6HX 

 

Ph: 01449 741 247  
 

www.cosa.org.uk 
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Harvest Time  
Team Work !  

 

I hope you are enjoying 
the summer? For me its 
a time that I find myself 
reminiscing of harvest 
past on our family farm. 
Hard, hot work, but a 
time when memories 
were made with friends, 
community and family.   
As the summer fades and 
nights draw in, the countryside will be putting on its autumn colours.  
If there is one thing I have learnt it is to appreciate the changing  
seasons and work with whatever the weather throws at us! 
 

In November last  year we lost a much admired member of our  
Chadacre ‘community’.  John Paton Philip was our Principal from 1958 
to 1980. A family funeral was held in his home town of Gatehouse of 
Fleet and COSA then arranged a memorial service at Lawshall church 
early in 2019. It was very well attended as you will see later in the 
magazine. To make Chadacre work there was a great team, from the 
volunteer governors to all the Institute and farm staff. We owe them 
all our gratitude in guiding us on our way in life.   
Together with some memories of John, you will find articles about  
other COSA members who we have sadly lost this year however the 
next generation do feature in our newsletter too. There's the new  
Rising Star Award plus news of the 2020 farm walk at Chris and  
Denise Chamley’s farm in Pebmarsh where their children, the next  
generation, are making their mark. All good stuff !  

The centenary edition of the newsletter and Chadacre Trust book are 
already underway but we need more of your stories and anecdotes to 
make this a real celebration of Chadacre and all it stood for. Dig them 
out and send them in.  

Once again,  I look forward to seeing you at the winter reunion dinner 
dance in November!  
 

Robert ‘Judge’ Bendall 

Family time gathering the harvest in .  

The little boy standing on the back  is me !  
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The   
2019   
COSA  
Farm 
Walk  

 
 
 
 
This years farm walk took place on 7th June at Moat Hall Farm, Parham 
near Framlingham by kind invitation of Mike Gray (1974–76) and family. 
Over 80 former students, families & friends attended on a rather grey 
and  cloudy evening. 
Mike gave an explanation of the mixed farming enterprise at Moat Hall 
which comprises 500 acres 
of owned land and 1500 
acres contracted, farmed by 
himself, his brother Robin, 
and his son Will and two 
full time employees. 
We saw some of the beef  
cattle, fattened on a home 
produced silage and cereal 
ration. About 100 mainly 
Belgian Blue crosses are 
bought in at 16 weeks of 
age each year.  
Store cattle are also 
sourced for grazing the permanent grassland from the suckler herd of a 
neighbouring farm which is part of their contract farming operation.  
We saw the recently completed sprayer filling shed complete with the 
rain water harvesting and filtration system. The modern buildings are 
built on an area of the farm which had a very different use 75 years ago.  

Mike Gray getting the farm walk underway before the rain arrives  
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It was an integral part of Station 119 Framlingham (Parham) Airfield 
which was home to the 390th Heavy Bombardment Group of the 
USAAF, who flew B17 Flying Fortresses on bombing raids over  
occupied Europe from 1943 to 1945.  
 

Many of the World War 2 buildings remain over a large area of the 
farm and they are mainly let for industrial uses.  The neighbouring 
farm which hosted the runways, hangars & control tower now houses 
an important museum. We then boarded trailers, kindly loaned by 
Wantisden Hall Farms, for a tour of the arable crops and grazing cattle 
on permanent pastures which run down to the low meadows in the 
valley by the village. Mike pointed out blocks of woodland planted by 
previous generations of his family.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our route then brought us onto the ancient meadows bordering the 
back of the moated farmhouse which is historically important but very 
expensive to maintain and frequently requiring attention.  
 

We were expertly driven into the grain store to enjoy the refreshments 
under cover of the rain and catch up with the many old friends in the 
time honoured way. I was pleased to propose the vote of thanks for 
such an enjoyable and interesting evening one which I’m sure our great 
and sadly missed mentor and friend, John Paton Philip, would have  
enjoyed immensely.  
I felt very humbled to receive a letter a few days later, written by Robin 
on behalf of the Gray family, thanking COSA for making the Farm Walk 
such a warm, friendly occasion & wishing us all well with future social 
events.                                                                              Roger Lintott  

Moat Farm House — frequently requiring attention !  
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  The 2020 COSA  
Farm Walk  

By Kind Invitation of  
Chris and Denise  
Chamley & family 

  

 
 

Friday 12th June 2020  6.30pm  
Great House Farm, Pebmarsh,  

Halstead, Essex CO9 2NR 
 

Chris Chamley was at Chadacre from 1977 to 1979  and farms at  
Pebmarsh with his wife Denise. Great House Farm comprises of 500 
acres of owned and rented land. They also contract farm 1,000 acres.  

Current arable crops are wheat, oats, spring barley and borage.  
 

 
They have a flock of North Country 
Mules that they cross with a Suffolk  for 
spring lamb production and to ensure 
fresh grazing is always available they 
rotate  grass leys using it as a break 
crop.  

 
 

Chris and Denise have two children and three grandchildren.  
Son Richard is an accountant in London and daughter Verity farms  

locally with her husband Michael. Verity and Michael  have a  suckler 
cow herd, producing beef for retail and wholesale production. Their farm 

consists of 200 acres of grazing with an additional 150 acre contract 
mixed farm. Verity gained a masters degree in crop production which 
was part funded by the Chadacre Trust. Michael  is a farrier and has a 

well established business working in the area.  
 

The evening  will finish with refreshments .  
There will be a charge of £5 per person attending.  

This will be collected on the evening and is to help cover ongoing  
administration costs of the COSA organisation.   
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     Friday 15th November 2019 
      Stoke by Nayland Hotel  

 

Winter Reunion & Dinner Dance 
 
Once again Cosa invites all members, family and friends to the 
2019 Winter Reunion Dinner Dance. Following the meal music for 
all tastes will be provided by the Cloud 9 Roadshow. Tickets are on 
sale NOW. The enclosed  form has all the details. The venue has 
requested that COSA give them final numbers earlier this year so 
please note the early deadline on  ticket sales.  
 

The 2019  Anniversary Years  
 40th 1979-81        50th 1969-71     60th 1959-61 

1989 was the last intake year so how about  getting the  
youngsters together……. any takers ??  

There are TWO ways to pay for your tickets :  
 

Card Payment by phone:   Call  01449 741 247    
The Hollow Trees Office Team will take your payment card details over 
the phone and your tickets and receipt will be emailed or posted to you.  
 

By Cheque:  Post the enclosed booking form together with your 
cheque to Mr & Mrs Mumford.   
 

Hotel Rooms :   www.stokebynayland.com  Phone: 01206 262 836 
To get the COSA special rate you must have your accommodation 
booked by 14th October 2019. Room rates will increase after that date.  
COSA Booking reference is 128462  

 

Deadline for  
Ticket Sales & Hotel Rooms  
Monday 14th October 2019  
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The Chadacre Trust and Dr Philip Draycott report that a start has been 
made on a book to provide a permanent record of the contribution by 
Chadacre to farming in Suffolk and further afield.  It is a great success 
story and one of several ways Governors and COSA members will  
celebrate their centenary.  The intention is that the book is easily  
readable with many pictures, to appeal to a wide audience. 
 

Topics covered will be: 
 History of Chadacre Estate, purchase by the first Earl of Iveagh and 

his personal commitment to its conversion to Agricultural  Institute. 
 The farm and farming in 1921, crops and animals and changes 

through to the present day. 
 Courses, students and staff; ethos; sport. 
 Personalities (four Earls of Iveagh, four Principals and others having 

major influences). 
 The 1920s and 1930s at Chadacre; the war years; recovery and 

changes in 1960s and 1970s.  A.T.B.  Final decade of the Institute. 
 Sale and conversion back to a country house by two owners over the 

last 30 years.  Foundation and working of the current Chadacre 
Trust; its continuing contribution to agricultural education. 

 

Request:  
Members of COSA with material (particularly photographs) which might 
be included in the book under any of the above headings would be  
greatly appreciated.  Unfortunately, so far good pictures to illustrate the 
text are few.  Hard copies which can reproduced professionally are the 
ideal and will be returned after copying.   
Please send any material either by email to admin@cosa.org.uk or by 
post to Sally Bendall, COSA Secretary. Hollow Trees Farm, Semer,  
Ipswich, IP76HX  
 

Plans are also underway for a bumper edition of the 2021  
newsletter , a farm walk at Chadacre plus a  

Centenary Celebration Dinner Dance.   

      #Headingfor100 
In 2021 it will be 100 years since the  
Chadacre Agricultural Institute was  
founded and we are starting to plan some  
celebrations and commemorative records .  
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Chadacre Trust supports  

Suffolk Farm Secretaries  

Over 100 Institute of  
Agricultural Secretaries and  
Administrators (IAgSA)  from 
all over the UK gathered in 
March for the organisation’s 
50th annual conference at Stoke 
by Nayland Hotel. The theme of 
the three-day event was 
“Seeing the Bigger Picture”. 
Richard Anscombe from Fram 
Farmers opened proceedings 
on Saturday morning.  
 

A lively interactive session and 
combi-presentation from Will Mitcham - Wilson Wraight, Tracey Nicholls 
-HFL Accountants and Jeanette Dennis - Ashtons Legal followed.  
Combining advice on spotting opportunities to help a farm business 
grow, adapt or diversify.  

Although the main role of a farm administrator is to run an efficient farm 
office, we are also interested in what’s going on outside on the farm.   
Dr Alastair Leake (Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust) gave us a  
fascinating insight into his work with the Allerton Project, a research and 
demonstration farm where high yielding farming and exceptional levels 
of biodiversity co-exist. 
 

On Sunday our chair, Sally Bendall BEM gave us a potted history of 
Chadacre and highlighted the valuable support IAgSA have received from 
the Chadacre Agricultural Trust over the years.  Two editions of the Farm 
Office Handbook have been published; a careers film released on 
YouTube and the conference programme included a Masterclass in 
presentations skills with Susie Emmett of Green Shoots marketing. 
 
 

Winding up this  successful event, Sir Jim Paice, outgoing IAgSA Patron 
shared his thoughts on the challenges facing farmers and politicians in 
the light of the uncertainties of policies following Brexit, particularly his 
concerns about World trade arrangements.  NFU’s Guy Smith said that 
volatility has always been a challenge for farmers but that political  
volatility is now an issue.                                                                                Contd. 

Kier Hall, Suffolk IAgSA with Amanda  
Runciman & Bev Marsh, Scottish Borders   
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Despite political uncertainty and lower production standards  
elsewhere in the world, farmers need to remain confident and continue 
to invest to maintain the UK’s high standards.  He stressed to conference 
delegates that they perform a vital role at the “coal face” of the  
agricultural industry that will become even more important in the 
months to come.  

Next year’s annual conference is  in the Scottish 
Borders at the Peebles Hydro and the Suffolk  
Conference Team look forward to heading north 
for Scottish hospitality.  
We certainly achieved our aim of giving everyone a 
fun packed and informative weekend.  Stoke by 
Nayland Hotel set in the beautiful Dedham Vale 
was perfect for the occasion. 

Post script .  
Jenny Pine has had a life long association with Chadacre. Many of you will 
know her husband Ted who was on the staff at the Institute.  Her father 
Richard Seabrook was also at Chadacre too but, according to the 1957 
edition of the COSA magazine, “Richard had let them down” partly due to 
his “daughter” a little girl called Jenny! More tales of Richard can also be 
found on page 16 of the newsletter.     
 

Below and opposite are exerts from the ‘Old Student News’ in the 1957  
COSA Magazine, edited by the then Chadacre Principal, Mr Seward.  
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Years  
1953 - 55   1954 - 56   

   

 “Get Togethers” 
 

Yes, we “Second Years” seem to 
be a lot more tolerant these days, 
providing the “First Years” show 
respect for their seniors,  
especially as we are becoming a 
little more decrepit. We are now 
all in our early 80’s and still  
enjoying the comradeship, 
friendship and banter that COSA 
is still able to provide. 
In November 2018, 13 of us, including partners, attended the Winter 
Reunion. As usual we very much enjoyed the “night out” and the big 
breakfast the next morning. Some make a weekend break of it and stay 
for two nights. They are the ones that did a bit too much “Rocking and 
Rolling” and needed to recover!! 

Summer Outing …….     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In mid June 2019, a party of 45 of us spent the day at Debach Airfield 
hosted by Richard and Prilly Taylor and their son John.  
We were very privileged to have spent the day with them, and we could 
not have been looked after any better. We started the day by a trailer 
ride round some of the farm and John gave us a most detailed tour of the 
enterprise. It was a most enlightening and stimulating refresher course 
for those of us who were a little disconnected from the up to date  
farming approach and technology. The enterprise consisted of ;- 
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 Farm owned     925 acres 
  Farm Business Tenancies  1113 acres 
  Contract Farming   2218 acres 

     =                  4256 acres 
 

After a 2 ¼ hour farm ride we were provided with tea and coffee to have 
with our brought “picnics”. Some “Second Years” thought that the “First 
Years” were providing the picnic for them!!   
Naturally, they were disappointed. 
After lunch Richard gave us very interesting details 
of the USAF airfield during the war and we were then 
able to look round the museum, centred round the 
Control Tower, together with the wonderful  
collection of equipment and vehicles. The museum 
exhibition needed a lot more time to look round 
properly.  COSA member Alan Adcock (53/55) and 
wife Enid were with the Taylor family in the late 60’s 
and Alan was informed that two fields had been 
named after him. What an honour.  
Yes we had a great day out enjoyed by all, and many 
thanks again to the Taylor family.   
                 See you all at the Winter Reunion.    

   Vic Simmonds  

The view from the Debach Airfield Control Tower  

Alan Adcock  
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 In Spring 2019 the  Suffolk Agricultural Association  launched the  

Rising Star Scholarship Award.  
This award was developed to recognise young people aged between 19 and 

30 years who live and work in Suffolk and are  involved in agricultural or 

allied industries.  Whilst they will be at the start of their professional career 

they have to demonstrate that they have already made a difference by being  

proactive, inspirational, innovative and involved in educating the next  

generation of farmers and /or consumers. They are required to show their 

contribution to the business they are working for and any education  

projects or initiatives they are or have been involved in.  Their applications 

must be endorsed by their employer. The winner received a prize to the  

value of  £800 including  a place  at the Oxford Farming Conference in  

January 2020, a years membership to the SAA  plus a years subscription to 

the under 30’s Farmers’ Club in London. A great prize for a Rising Star in 

Agriculture and now with a lasting JPP & COSA connection.  

JOHN PATON PHILIP MEMORIAL FUNDS.  

Approximately £1,000 was collected in memory  of  John Paton Philip,  

COSA committee have been contemplating how to spend the money  

wisely in a way that  John would be remembered for what he was so good 

at; young people and agriculture. Donating a prize to present to the Rising 

Star Award recipient seemed very fitting. A silver salver was purchased by 

COSA, engraved in John’s memory and presented at the Suffolk Show to Tom 

Rouse, the first winner of this award. It will be re-presented at the SAA 

Awards dinner in October. The COSA  committee agreed that this should be 

an ongoing link each year.  

COSA have also commissioned a bench to be made 

at the MENCAP workshop in Ipswich . Also engraved 

in John’s memory , it will live at the Suffolk Show 

Ground. MENCAP run a social enterprise called  

Genesis Garden Furniture, who make products of 

the highest quality, using traditional  methods and 

from long lasting hardwood timber sourced from reputable suppliers and 

sustainable forests.  Every stage of  construction is carried out by people 

with disabilities or disadvantages under the watchful eyes of exceptionally 

skilled staff. We hope you agree that this too is a fitting memorial item.                 

www.orwellmencap.co.uk  

http://www.orwellmencap.co.uk/
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The First Winner of   
 The Rising Star Award  
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank both Chadacre Old Students  
association for the ‘Star Salver trophy’ 
and Fram Farmers for sponsoring the 
SAAs Rising Star Award for 2019. I was  
honoured to receive this new award at 
the Suffolk Show this year and am very 
grateful to have been selected from a 
number of candidates after interview; 
and it gives me great pleasure to have 
been recognised for my work as an 
Agronomist in the region.  
 

I work for Farmacy Plc delivering fee-paid agronomy and crop  
nutritional advice to a growing portfolio of clients throughout Suffolk 
and south Norfolk. My parents have a small farm in West Suffolk where I 
help out during the busy periods of harvest and autumn drilling;  
however, my real passion lies in the science behind growing crops.  
I studied at undergraduate and postgraduate level at Harper Adams 
where I was able to interject my academic study with practical work  
experience to be able to gain a good understanding of the industry I now 
thoroughly enjoy working in. Agronomy is an ever changing, exciting 
subject which requires a strong degree of dedication together with an 
understanding and ability to deliver the right advice to meet customer 
expectations. I feel the Rising Star award has given me recognition for 
that commitment I have made to the agricultural industry here in  
Suffolk. The chemistry side of Agronomy is changing rapidly coupled 
with technological developments. I feel my role on farm in the future will 
be hugely more integrated with policy in order to focus on the finer  
technical details of crop production, soil and plant management.  
As part of my award I will be attending the Oxford Farming Conference 
in January. I look forward to being able to transfer the knowledge I bring 
back from that experience to my customers here in Suffolk.     
 

Tom Rouse, Agronomist 
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COSA Members Remembered  
 

John Truin  14th July 1930  -  3rd December 2018 
Lords Farm, Hartest,  Brighthouse Farm, Lawshall 

 
 

Many old students will have known John and his family. He farmed next 
to Chadacre at Lords and Brighthouse and seen him on trips to New Hall 
and Corders Farm, trips to Lawshall Stores or to do the pigs up Honky 
Hill or even nights out at Lawshall Swan and Hartest Crown!! John also 
had two good looking daughters which has always been a point of  
interest with students! John lived opposite Tower Cottages when he got 
married and worked at Home Farm, a lot of his childhood was spent at 
Chadacre, two stories taken from his Eulogy; 
“John could be a bit of a dare devil. Celebrating VJ Day, he and  friend 
Richard Seabrook managed to get hold of a box of thunder flashes from 
the army base at Chadacre (which was also a POW camp for Italian  
prisoners). John thought it would be fun to play chicken to see how long 
each of them could hold the thunder flash before throwing them.  
Inevitably John held onto his for a fraction of a second too long, it  
exploded in his hand and much blood flowed. Mrs Truin tended the 
wound (no handy A & E in those days) patiently picking out the pieces 
from his palm while John stoically gritted his teeth”. 
“John was walking his dog Trudy, she was off the lead when she 
went after  one of Richard Seabrook’s sheep. Richard told John that he 
would shoot his beloved dog if it happened again. Would John like him to 
train Trudy not to chase sheep? He warned his technique would hurt. 
John agreed and Richard wove a rope around Trudy’s legs and body. 
Trudy was then let off the lead and immediately ran after a sheep, just as 
Trudy got close Richard tugged on the rope and Trudy was instantly  
contorted into some kind of painful half nelson. This was repeated two or 
three times until when let off the lead Trudy wouldn’t go near a sheep. 
As first years it was obligatory to be faithful to a tractor brand, you were 
either Blue, Red/Grey, Green, White (not many of them) or Red/Cream.  
I was Red/Cream so imagine my delight when I was on duty at New Hall 
and saw John Truin’s Internationals working at Brighthouse Farm, if John 
was near the headland I would go over and we would talk tractors, but of 
course I couldn’t stay too long, as I would be late for brekky or tea which, 
as you know, mean an entry in the late book. 
In one of life’s little twists, John’s daughter Donna married my wife’s 
cousin Shaun so there is a family connection now and I found myself  
sitting on the lawn at Brighthouse Farm enjoying John’s hospitality. Contd. 
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    Ken Davy Memorial      
Tractor Road Run. 

The Road Run, as mentioned in last year’s 
COSA newsletter, took place on 30th 
 September. About 35 tractors turned out, 
with COSA represented by Mick Mumford 
(Fordson Dexta, complete with woolly 
steering wheel and gear knobs), Richard 
Garnham (International B275), Simone 
Lintott (International B414 Hi-Clear), and  
Roger Lintott (John Deere 730 Diesel).  
We met at our farm at Rendham and  
enjoyed our own private run for  8 miles to 
get to Ken’s life long home at Tannington 
for the start, where bacon rolls & hot 
drinks were available. A very interesting 
route of about 20 miles, including two  
excellent off road sections, had been 
planned and took us to the former WW2 
Parham Airfield where a barbeque and  
refreshments were enjoyed at the excellent 
museum complex which is housed in the 
former control tower. An amazing amount 
of around  £1200 was raised & presented 
to the Alzheimer's Society at a winter 
meeting of the Norfolk & Suffolk David 
Brown Tractor Club.            Roger Lintott  

Mick Mumford  

Richard Garnham  

Drivers - Roger, Richard , Simone, Mick  

Needless to say John did not remember that irritating student who  
wanted to talk Internationals, so I obviously didn’t make an impression! 
But I have many fond memories of John when I was a student, and as a 
relation! Another small twist, I now have a 1969 International 434  
tractor of my own.                       Michael Mumford.  
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Memories of  
John Paton Philip MBE  

On 1st November 2018  
John Paton Philip died aged 92.  

Principal of Chadacre  from 1958 to 
1980. Over 22 years John made a 
huge impact on  Chadacre and 
touched many lives not only at Chad 
but through the many associations 
he was involved with.  A family  
service was held in Gatehouse of 
Fleet where he retired to and a few 
COSA members were able to make 
the journey to Scotland.  
It was however felt that John should 
be remembered in Suffolk too so 
COSA organised a memorial service 
at Lawsall Church where John, his 
wife Margaret and family  
worshipped whilst living in Suffolk.   
 

COSA were pleased that Suffolk Farm Chaplain Canon Sally Fogden MBE 
was able to officiate at the service . She knew John, so that felt right. We 
then set about finding those from COSA who could not only represent the 
generation of students at Chadacre but also the many other organisations 
John was involved with.  Vic Simmonds spoke of John’s Suffolk  
Agricultural Association connection, Mick Mumford of his work with the 
Young Farmers and Bob Waller spoke of John’s love of rugby. Mervyn 
Chisnall represented the Chadacre staff and Richard Garnham the  
Chadacre Trust. The service was full of John’s favourite hymns and words 

Colin Davey:  Snipe Farm, Clopton, Woodbridge.  
Chadacre student 1966-68. Passed away on March 2nd 2019. His funeral at 
Clopton Church on March 22nd was attended by  many COSA friends.  
 

Martin Johnson:  Yorley Farm, Upper Road, Little Cornard, Sudbury.  
Chadacre student 1972-1974. Passed away on Sunday 11th August 2019 
after a short illness. 
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From Johns Family  
 

Although the death of John has 
meant the loss of  husband, father,  
grand-father and great grandfather 
to us as a family, we perhaps had not 
realised just quite what effect he had 
on those he came into contact with. 
Chad was home for our family for 23 
years. We all felt very much a part of 
this very special place and were  
privileged to grow up in such   
spectacular surroundings and yet 
call it our home. We all have many 
happy memories with so many of 
our  family photos being of that time 
and place.  
 

 

The true level of the impact John had on the lives of so many was never 
really apparent, but following the two memorable Thanksgiving  
services held in Gatehouse  of  Fleet and Lawshall, which  so many of  
you attended, we were moved by your stories of just what Chadacre and 
John meant to so many of you. We know that Chad lives on through the 
great work that COSA continues to deliver and we would like to say a 
big thank you to all those who are so committed to this work.  
 

The comment that “some of John’s greatest achievements are 
 still walking the fields of East Anglia” is one he would have 

 been so proud of - and so are we.  
   

Margaret, Deborah, Nicholas, Jennifer & Rachel 

Nicholas, Margaret, Deborah  
Rachel. John , Jennifer 

COSA were delighted that John’s three daughters Deborah, Jennifer and 
Rachel shared their reflections too. All agreed it was a fitting service 
rounded off by the COSA committee leading, acapella style, the Chadacre 
song , the Son of a Gambolier. Nearly 200 people attended, all with  
stories to tell of their memories of John Paton Philip . COSA would like to 
thank everyone who helped with service in any way. The ‘book of  
memories of John’ is still to be collated; there were many contributions.  
Some can be found on pages 22& 23.  
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 Treasured Memories  
 

Two books have pride of place on my  
bookshelves. One entitled “Forage  
Conservation and Feeding”, the other 
“Profitable Fodder Cropping”.  The former was 
First Prize for Written Work, the latter First 
Prize in Certificate Examinations. I remember 
wishing that I could have swapped the prize for 
Written Work with my flat mate Stu’s prize for 
Practical Work! He was from a farming family 
but I certainly wasn’t. Both were signed by the 
Chairman of Chadacre (Iveagh) and the 
 Principal : JS Paton-Philip.  
 

I see him now running across the rugby field that was normally  
permanent pasture grazed by Frankie’s ewes. His shorts are pristine 
white and, it has to be said, distinctly baggy.  Because those shorts are so 
baggy and his upper body is well built, his legs perversely appear to be 
pale and thin. He is  refereeing the game. This is no ordinary game 
played by no ordinary players on no ordinary pitch. This is a game, 
played by staff and students in combined teams on a field grazed by 
sheep and both refereed and coached by one man: John Paton-Philip, 
Principal of Chadacre Farm Institute. How on earth did I find myself on 
that pitch and why is it that I held Paton-Philip in such high regard? 
 

I had no family background in farming. My time spent working in the 
industry would be cut very short by a back injury. But my affection for 
all who make their living from the land would stay with me always.  
In the spring of 1972 I left school. I say “left” , most others would say that 
I ran away from my boarding school. In truth, my years there had left me 
a physical and psychological wreck. I had suffered things that are hard to 
express today but were impossible to put into words in those days.   
I recall my fathers words  “What are you going to do with yourself ?” 
His good friend, the late Dick Shorter, vet to Strutt and Parker Farms at 
Lavenham suggested I speak to a Mr Merriman.  Director of the firm in 
Ipswich. (Here my memory fails me I but I think that was his name)  
“Had I heard of Paton-Philip and Chadacre?” he asked ? It proved to be 
an inspired suggestion.  
 

Paton-Philip’s regime was founded on mutual respect, hard work and  
recreation. We were a motley group of students. Some were the sons of 
large landowners, others smallholders and farm workers and a few, like 
myself, who came from different working backgrounds.  
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But we were equal in Paton-Philip’s eyes. Each had abilities and gifts 
that were to be cultivated and appreciated. No student was better than  
another in his eyes whatever his background, wealth or intelligence.  
 

The one condition was that we had to do the duties required of us at the 
right time! Mutual respect called for a particular type of hard work – 
team work. And Paton-Philip knew that whatever work we were asked 
to do was done much more effectively if we did it collaboratively.  
Of course we sometimes made fools of ourselves. Who was it who drove 
a tractor straight through the wall at the end of the cowshed? But then 
Paton-Philip’s broad face would usually break out into a huge Irish grin 
and he would laugh with the rest of us.  
 

But life wasn’t to consist of work alone. I’ve mentioned how important 
the rugby field was to him but there was another place of recreation that 
meant a great deal to Paton-Philip. Just as I see him running down the 
field so I also see him sitting quietly in his Chapel. Dressed now in a 
sports jacket and tie, time spent in this place was an equally important 
part of the pattern of his life. Here he drew strength and wisdom to  
refresh him on his journey. 
My own childhood demons wouldn’t leave me for many more years. But 
the years at Chadacre were never forgotten. The importance of  
respecting others, working hard and finding time for recreation – these 
principles established by Paton-Philip are ones we can all strive to  
maintain.  
At Chadacre I had a glimpse of a better world, a much better world than 
the one I had been used to.  I shall always be grateful to him for sharing 
that with me.                                          Philip Rahilly (Chadacre 1972 – 1974) 

“JP was a remarkable man , a joy to work with” 

“ John was such a good support and encouraged me to study for my NDA 

he always checked up on progress by looking in his black note book” 

“A huge influence”   “Happy Days”   “John made us all what we are today”  

“Coming onto the rugby field in those shorts he must have had all his life!” 

“You never forgot the advice he gave which still stands today” 

“We all owe John so much” 

“John was Chadacre and Chadacre was the best experience of my life” 

“I loved every minute of it , it set me up for life” 

“I feel privileged to be part of the Chadacre family” 
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